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Italian sera. Hence music intended to be sung
or played at night, especially a song by a
lover to his mistress beneath her window.

Serf, a cultivator of the soil, who was at-
tached to the estate on which he lived, was
transferred with it, and might not quit it.
Serfdom was a characteristic feature of the
social and economic organization of the mid-
dle ages. It died out gradually in England
without any special legislation against it, the
latest deed of enfranchisement being one by
Elizabeth in 1574. In France serfdom con-
tinued till the Revolution; and it was not
until the beginning of the igth century that
Baron von Stein secured its complete aboli-
tion in Germany. In March, 1863, twenty-
three million serfs were emancipated in Rus-
sia by the ukase of Alexander n. published in
1861.

Serge, a cloth of twilled worsted, much
used as material for both men's and women's
clothing.

Sergeant-at-Arms, in a deliberate body,
as the U. S. Senate or House of Representa-
tives, an official who is responsible for the
maintenance of order.

Sergeant-at-Law, a barrister of high
standing in the common-law courts of Eng-
land.

Sergeant-fish, so called from its broad
lateral stripes, is a large, edible fish, from 4
to 5 ft. in length, inhabiting warm waters. In
"summer it is found as far n. as Cape Cod and
is common s. of Chesapeake Bay. It is also
known as the crab-eater and the cobia.

Sergei, Jo harm Tobias (1740-1814),
Swedish sculptor, was born in Stockholm. At
Rome he carved, in marble, a Faun, Diomedes
stealing the Palladium, Cupid and Psyche,
Mars and Venus, and the colossal historical
group, Chancellor Oxenstierna relating to
History the Exploits of Gustavus Adolphus.

Sergipe, coast state of Brazil, lying n.e.
of Bahia. Between the sandy coast lands and
ths mountains are considerable areas of fruit-
ful country, and on the w. side of the latter
are pastures. Forest products are obtained,
and cotton, coffee, corn, rice, and sugar are
cultivated, large quantities of the last-men-
tioned being exported to North America.
Grazing is the favorite occupation of the
half breeds. Aracaju is the capital. Area, x$,-
090 sq. m.; p. 548,000.

Sergius, the name of four popes of the
Roman Catholic Church. Sergius i. (687-
701) sent St. Willibrord as apostle to the
Frisians, and baptized King Ceadwalla of
Wessex at Rome, Sergius n. (844-7) succeed-

ed Gregory iv. During his pontificate Rome
was ravaged by Saracens. Sergius in. (904-
911) followed Theodore n. in 897, but was
not recognized by the emperor, who set up
an antipope. Sergius overthrew the antipopc
in 904. Sergius iv. (1009-12).
Sericite, a pale-gray or greenish, silky-
looking mica, which occurs mostly in mica^
schist gneiss, and other metamorphic rocks.
Seriema, or Cariama, a large, long legged
crested bird of Eastern South America, some-
what resembling the cranes and bustards.
Series, in mathematics, is any successioL
of terms of which all are particular cases of a
general type, arranged according to a definite
rule. For example, the sum of the squares of
the natural numbers is a series whose general
term is of the form nz. It may be indicated
by writing down the first few terms, i2-f-22-f
32-}~42+ etc.; and the sum of the series wil1
depend upon the number of terms taken into
account. In this case the sum steadily increases
the greater the number of terms included, and
can be made greater than any assigned num-
ber by going far enough. It is an example of
a divergent series. On the other hand, the sum
of the squares of the reciprocals of the nat-
ural numbers forms a series which, however
far it is taken, never exceeds a certain limit,
Such a series is called a convergent series.
Convergent series are of great practical im-
portance in the evaluation of functions such
as logarithms, sines, tangents, and so forth.
The theory of series is of fundamental im-
portance in the higher developments of math-
ematical analyses.
Seringapatam, town Mysore state, India,
The former capital (1610-1799) of Mysore,
its fort was built by Tipu (Tippoo) Sahib,
who lost his life in defending it against the
British in 1799; p. 12,000.
Serous Fluids are those secreted by ser-
ous membranes or by serous glands. The
fluid secreted by serous membranes is de-
rived from the blood, and in appearance and
character is similar to lymph.
Serous Membranes are closed sacs around
serous cavities, which have no communica-
tion with the exterior of the body. The chief
serous membranes are the peritoneum, pleu-
ra, pericardium, and the brain membranes.
Serow> the Eastern name for the goat-
antelope, of the family NentorhedmcB. The
serow is closely allied to the goral, but is
shaggier and shows minor differences in the
skull formation.
Serpa Pinto, Alexandra Alberto da
Rocha (1846-1900), Portuguese explorer,